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1997-98 Coaching Staff
JEFF WHITNEY
Head Coach (1st Year)
After five years as an assistant, Jeff Whitney begins his
first season as Central Washington University's women's head
basketball coach this winter.
Whitney, 35, is a 1995 graduate of CWU, earning a bachelor of
science degree in leisure services with an emphasis in
administrative management.
Prior to enrolling at CWU, Whitney earned a AA degree from
Olympic College in 1984 where he played varsity basketball.
At
Olympic, he was an honorable mention all-league selection and was
also the Coaches Award winner.
Whitney, a 1981 graduate of South Eugene High School in
Oregon, played basketball and tennis at South Eugene earning a
total of five letters. One year he was voted the Best Defensive
Player award winner.
Prior to joining the CWU coaching staff, he was a women's
assistant at North Kitsap High School (1984-86). During his tenure,
North Kitsap posted a 67-8 record and was the 1985 state champion.
He has also coached at the AAU level.
Misc: Born 9-29-62 at Yakima. Married. Wife (Katrina)
serves as assistant coach with Wildcats.
MIKE BURNS
Assistant Coach (1st Year)
Mike Burns, a 1980 graduate of Tyee High School, begins his
first season on the CWU women's coaching staff this winter. In
addition to assisting with the women's program, he also works with
the men's team.
Burns, who is completing work on a degree in education, has
the primary responsibility for coordinating the defense for both the
men's and women's teams.
Prior to joining the CWU coaching staff, Burns, 35, served as
the co-head coach at Tyee High School, leading his alma mater to a
record of 7-11. They had won only four games in their previous
three years. Prior to taking over the Tyee program, Burns was an
assistant at Highline Community College in Des Moines for three
years.
Burns attended Idaho State after graduating from Tyee where he
earned three letters in basketball and also competed in track and
field.
He then worked in the field of concert promotion for several
years before deciding to return to school to get back into the
coaching field.
Misc: Born 5-14-62 at Tacoma. Married. Wife's name is Mary.

MERLE McLAIN
Assistant Coach (1st Year)
Merle McLain, a native of Gardena, Calif., is serving as an
assistant coach this winter as he completes a bachelor's degree in
physical education at CWU.
McLain, 29, is a former cross country lettermen for the
Wildcats. He was the team captain in 1995 and was selected the Most
inspirational runner in both the 1994 and 1995 seasons. He also
competed in one season of track-and-field for the Wildcats.
McLain also attended Vincennes University in Vincennes,
Indiana, where he lettered in cross country, basketball and track
and field. He lettered twice in basketball, earning Most
Inspirational awards in 1987 and 1990. He also earned one letter
each in cross country and track.
Prior to enrolling at CWU, McLain was in the U.S. Army. He
was a member of the All-Army European basketball team in 1990-91 and
earned Most Valuable Player honors.
McLain, who earned an associates arts and science degree from
Pierce College in 1994, coach the Mitchell High School (Ind.) girls
JV basketball team in 1987-88 and was the head coach of the boys
South Knox Junior High team during the 1988-89 season.
McLain is a 1986 grad of Mitchell High School where he earned
12 letters - four each in cross country, basketball and track. In
basketball, he was a three-time MVP and twice was selected team
captain. He earned two MVP awards in both cross country and track.
Misc: Born 3-13-68 at Gardena, Calif.
KATRINA WHITNEY
Assistant Coach (1st Year)
Katrina Whitney, a former standout player at Seattle
University, will serve as an assistant coach this winter to her
husband, Jeff. She also is the director of CWU's Women's Resource
Center.
The former Katrina Baldwin, she played two seasons at Highline
CC and one at Seattle University. She was the Chieftains' third
leading scorer in the 1988-89 season, averaging 12.3 points and 3.8
rebounds per game. She also led the team in free throw percentage,
converting of 45 of 59 (76.3 percent).
Prior to enrolling at Seattle, Whitney twice earned NWAACC
all-conference honors. She was Highline's Best Defensive Player
award winner in the 1984-85 season and was voted the team captain
and was the conference MVP in the 1985-86 season.
She then sat out two seasons because of a knee injury before
resuming her playing career in the 1988-89 campaign.
Whitney, a 1984 graduate of North Kitsap High School, earned a
B.A. degree in psychology from Seattle in 1989.
At North Kitsap, she earned nine letters - three in
basketball, two each in track and soccer and one each in cross
country and softball.
Misc: Born 3-2-66 at Oakland, Calif. Married Jeff Whitney on
June 19, 1993.

